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Notes from the Council Table 

     
    Qaxtna! 

 
 

It is with great pleasure that the Tribal Council is able to report several monumental  

occurrences in this monthôs Council updates. 

 

To begin, we would like to reflect on May 12th ï the date that the Tribe held the 

Raintree Market ribbon cutting and Chitimacha Hotel ground breaking ceremonies.  

The weather conditions were fantastic and the excitement was apparent at each event.  

Those in attendance included many of you from our Tribal community, staff members 

and casino employees, local dignitaries, members of the design and construction team, 

as well as, local community members.   

 

The Tribal Chairman gave the opening comments at both events where he  

acknowledged other participating parties involved with each project and also stressed 

how both of these economic development initiatives are envisioned to bolster the 

Tribeôs economic base and provide job opportunities for Tribal members and members 

of the local community.   

 

Following each ceremony, refreshments were provided for all in attendance.  In  

addition, we were very grateful to have dancers and singers from the Alabama  

Coushatta Tribe of Livingston, Texas to perform several social and exhibition dances in 

celebration of this special day.  We are happy to announce that we will have the fortune 

of them returning on June 12th for our annual Appreciation Day celebration to again 

perform a cultural song and dance demonstration.  Several photographs of the  

ceremonial occasions have been included for your viewing pleasure. 
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WƻƘƴ tŀǳƭ 5ŀǊŘŜƴΣ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ                  ƧƻƘƴǇϪŎƘƛǝƳŀŎƘŀΦƎƻǾ                             όоотύрту-пнтф   
WǳƭŜǎ 5ŀǊŘŜƴΣ ±ƛŎŜ /ƘŀƛǊƳŀƴ                  ƧǳƭŜǎΦŘŀǊŘŜƴϪŎƻȄ-ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΦŎƻƳ        όоотύрту-нолт 
WƻǎƘǳŀ aƻǊŀΣ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅκ¢ǊŜŀǎǳǊŜǊ        ƧƳƻǊŀмфтуϪƎƳŀƛƭΦŎƻƳ         όоотύрту-пптс 
.ŜǘƘŀƴȅ 5ŀǊōȅΣ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƳŀƴ                ōŜǘƘŀƴȅŘϪŎƘƛǝƳŀŎƘŀΦƎƻǾ                     όоотύрту-унло 
{ƘŀǊƻƴ wƛŎƘŀǊŘΣ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭƳŀƴ                ǎǊƛŎƘŀǊŘϪŎƘƛǝƳŀŎƘŀΦƎƻǾ                      όоотύрту-умор 

On May 19th, we were given the honor and privilege of the Assistant Secretary of the Department 

of the Interior, Larry Echohawk, and the Eastern Region BIA Director, Franklin Keel, visiting our 

Reservation.  Both gentlemen were in attendance at the Semi-Annual USET Conference in  

Marksville, Louisiana.  They were aware of the flooding threats that face our community and  

wanted to witness the circumstances first hand being in such a close proximity of our Reservation.  

Beginning early that morning, the Tribal Council and Administration met with Mr. Echohawk  

and Mr. Keel to provide them with a general summary of our Tribe and also suggested  

recommendations for improving Tribal consultation with Federal Agencies that has been mandated 

by the Obama Administration. 

 

We then took our visitors to the Charenton Flood Gate to see the flood stage of the Atchafalaya  

Basin.  Afterwards, we proceeded with a tour of the Reservation spending much of the time at  

the Tribal School and Museum.  Both gentlemen commented on how impressed they were with our 

community saying that Chitimacha is ña well kept secretò and one of the best Indian communities 

they have seen.  Their comments were well received and something that we can all be proud of. 

 

In other news, the Tribal Council has been monitoring the progress at the Trading Post as changes 

have been made to improve the bottom line of this enterprise.  Where we have traditionally seen 

this entity in the red has now reversed to show a profit due to the implemented changes enacted by 

our interim Manager, Catherine Chandler.  We would like to thank Catherine and the staff at the 

Trading Post for their efforts.  

 

In closing, please remember to vote in the General Election to be held on June 11th at the Tribal 

School.  Also that day, the semi-annual General Meeting will be held in the school gym beginning 

at 12:00 P.M.  The agenda will consists of several on-going project updates; so please, attend if  

you are able.  And again, Appreciation Day will be held the following day in the Pavilion at the 

Casino with a delicious food menu, door prizes, bingo and American Indian dancing.  Hope to see 

you there! 

 

Nito, 

 

Your Tribal Council  
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DUE TO THE PUBLICATION OF THE NEWSLETTER ON THE WEBSITE 

AND THE OCCASIONAL SENSITIVE NATURE OF TRIBAL BUSINESS, THE  

RESOLUTION NUMBERS AND TOPICS WILL ONLY BE POSTED. 

 

FOR TRIBAL MEMBERS, THE FULL RESOLUTIONS ARE AVAILABLE  

UPON WRITTEN REQUEST TO JILL LOUVIERE, EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT; 

OR LOREN ROGERS, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT; OR PEGGY GADDY, 

CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER.  YOU MAY MAIL YOUR REQUEST TO 

P.O. BOX 661, CHARENTON, LA  70523 OR THROUGH E-MAIL:  

jill@chitimacha.gov or lorenr@chitimacha.gov or peggy@chitimacha.gov   

 

A CONFIDENTIALITY ACKNOWLEDGMENT FORM WILL BE REQUIRED 

TO RELEASE THE REQUESTED INFORMATION.  THE FORM CAN BE 

MAILED OR E-MAILED TO YOU. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND COOPERATION WITH 

THIS MATTER. 

Resolutions for the Month of April 

 
 

 Resolution CHI-TC #17-11  401(k) Plan Document                                                              

 

 Resolution CHI-TC #18-11  ERISA Attorney Contract 

 

 Resolution CHI-TC #19-11  Shortyôs Loan 

 

 Resolution CHI-TC #20-11  Consolidated Tribal Assistance 

      System (DOJ) Grant 

 

 Resolution CHI-TC #21-11  Title VII Grant 

mailto:jill@chitimacha.gov
mailto:peggy@chitimacha.gov
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CHITIMACHA TRIBAL POLICE 

NEWS 

APRIL 2011 

 
For the month of April 2011, three traffic citations were issued for no registration in a vehicle, one 

juvenile operating a vehicle without a drivers license, and one for speeding. 

 

Six verbal warnings were issued for various traffic violations. 

 

The following arrests were logged for the month of April 2011: 

 

04-03-11  One male arrested for hit and run driving. 

04-03-11  One male arrested for criminal trespassing. 

04-10-11  One female arrested for criminal trespassing and a warrant from Iberia parish for  

  failure to appear on the charge of disturbing the peace by fighting. 

04-17-11  One male arrested for criminal trespassing, disturbing the peace intoxicated,  

  resisting an officer and a warrant from the 17th Judicial Court for failure to appear  

  on charges of DWI, driving under suspension, careless operation and possession of 

  alcohol in a motor vehicle. 

04-22-11  One male arrested for disturbing the peace intoxicated. 

04-24-11  Two females arrested for disturbing the peace intoxicated. 

04-24-11  Three males arrested for disturbing the peace by fighting and one of the males was also 

  charged with resisting an officer with force and two counts of simple battery. 

04-27-11  One male and one female arrested for domestic abuse battery and the female was  

  also arrested on a warrant from Terrebonne Parish for failure to appear for a  

  probation hearing. 

 

For the month of April 2011 the police department handled six animal complaintsðthree dogs  

and one cat was transported to the parish animal pound and one citation was issued for a dog  

running loose. 

 

One environmental citation was issued in April for tall grass and weeds at a residentôs home. 

 

 

Click It or Ticket Day & Night Mobilization  

May 23 to June 05, 2011  

 
FACT:  High Visibility enforcement is one of the biggest crime deterrents in law enforcement. 

 

FACT: Nearly 90% of the fatal crashes reported to the Bureau of Indian Affairs Indian Highway 

   Safety Program at this time last year were alcohol involved. 

 

FACT: Native Americans are 2-3 times more likely to die or be seriously injured in a traffic crash 

   than any other ethnic group. Driving impaired is a crime. 
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The Chitimacha Tribal Police Department has signed up to take part in this Mobilization.  

During the mobilization, tribal, local, state and federal officers will be cracking down on  

motorists who fail to wear their seat beltsðboth day and night. 

Will You Remember to Click It? 
 

It is said that repeating something 10 times will help you to remember it. Similarly, this year marks 

the tenth year of the Click It or Ticket mobilization. And itôs safe to say that drivers and passengers are 

starting to get itðtheyôre remembering to buckle up and realizing the great importance of doing so, 

saving thousands of lives. 

 

However, there are still far too many not getting it. Every day, new tickets are written toðand new 

fatalities are reported aboutðthose who disregard the law and do not buckle up. Thatôs why from 

May 23 through June 5, the Chitimacha Police Department will once again take part in the Click It  

or Ticket seat belt campaign, continuing the effort to remind motorists of the value of seat belts.  

During this national enforcement mobilization, local and state police help those caught unbuckled to 

not forget the next time. 

 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), 23,382 occupants of 

passenger vehicles were killed in traffic crashes in 2009. Of those, 579 were in Louisiana, and 61% 

died unrestrained.  

 

Lack of seat belt use is also a very real problem in the Native American culture. In fact, 75 % of  

Native American passenger vehicle occupants killed in an average year were unrestrained at the time 

of the crash (based upon known restraint use). This has contributed to a significant loss of life. In  

the 10 year period from 1999 to 2008, 6,310 Native Americans were killed in motor vehicle traffic 

crashes! 

 

This is not a good example for our youthðour future. Traveling unbuckled is a major factor in fatal 

teen and nighttime crashes, and motor vehicle crashes are actually the leading cause of death for teens. 

In 2009, 3,349 passenger vehicle occupants ages 16 to 20 were killed in traffic crashes, and well over 

half of those killed were unbuckled. And of all those killed at night (all ages), nearly two-thirds were 

not wearing seat belts.  

 

The Click It or Ticket mobilization strives to stop these preventable tragedies, and the intensified  

enforcement serves to remind everyone of the importance of seat belts.  

 

Please, always remember to buckle up. Do it for your family, your friends, yourself, and even for your 

wallet! It will not only save you the cost of a ticketðit just might save your life. 

 

If you would like more information on traffic safety and seat belt use, please visit NHTSA online at 

www.nhtsa.gov for materials. 
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CRASHES: #1 KILLER OF TEENS 
 

¶ A total of 3,932 teenagers ages 16 to 20 died in traffic crashes in 2009. 

¶ Teens have higher fatality and injury rates in traffic crashes than any other age group. 

¶ The fatality rate for drivers ages 16 to 19, based on miles driven, is four times higher than 

for drivers ages 25 to 69. 

¶ In spite of this, teen drivers and passengersðespecially young menðare among those least 

likely to wear their seat belts. 

¶ More than half of the teens killed in traffic crashes in 2009 were not buckled up. 

¶ By enforcing seat belt laws, police officers can help call attention to the fact that buckling 

up is the absolute best way to protect teens and their passengers from severe injury or death 

in the event of a motor vehicle crash. 

¶ NO SEAT BELT CAN MEAN NO FUTURE! 

SILENT WITNESS PROGRAM 

ñA Citizenôs Chance To Speak Up Without Fearò 
 

Without citizens reporting crimes or suspicious behavior promptly and participating in and 

supporting crime prevention efforts, the Chitimacha Criminal Justice System operates under a 

severe handicap. 

 

If crimes are never reported, little can be done to help other members of the Tribal Community 

from also being victims. The Chitimacha Tribal Community can be a much safer place with 

your assistance. You can assist by reporting unusual activities to the police immediately. The 

likelihood of arresting an offender drops with each minute of delay in reporting. 

 

ANONYMOUS CALLS CAN BE MADE TO THE CHITIMACHA POLICE  

DEPARTMENT BY CALLING 923-4205. 

All calls will remain anonymous. 

 

DO NOT USE THE SILENT WITNESS PROGRAM TO REPORT ANY EMERGENCY OR 

A CRIME IN PROGRESS!!! CALL 923-4964 OR 911 

 

When you call the 923-4205 number you will get a recorded message asking to leave any  

information you may have. Police department personnel cannot trace your phone number  

or obtain your name from the recorder. ALL CALLS ARE ANONYMOUS. 

 

When you call please provide as much information as you can on the suspects,  vehicles, and 

suspicious behavior that is observed. If you can, give a name or detailed physical description of 

suspects, make and color of vehicles, address where the suspicious behavior is taking place and 

the date and time. 

 

Provide as much detail as you can, including how you know or suspect that a crime has  

occurred or will occur. 

 

REMEMBER, ALL CALLS WILL REMAIN ANONYMOUS. 

 

AGAIN, THE NUMBER TO CALL FOR THE SILENT WITNESS PROGRAM IS 923-4205.  



ATV Safety Course 
On April 30, 2011, Chitimacha Police ATV Safety Instructors, Sgt. Jada Breaux and Officer Blaise 

Darden, instructed a safety class for 10 juveniles, ages 9 to 17. The juveniles were instructed on  

all safety features for ATVôs and dirt bikes, the rules of the road, and the tribal codes pertaining to 

the use of ATVôs and where they are permitted to ride. Each child was given an ATV safety card that 

they must have in their possession when operating an ATV or dirt bike. The juveniles were also  

advised that if they are caught violating any of the safety rules or traffic laws, they can receive a  

citation and can also lose their safety card and riding privileges.  

 

Congratulations to Communications Officer Sara LaBiche  
On May 10 at a banquet held at the American Legion Hall Post 96 in Morgan City, Communications 

Officer/Assistant Terminal Agency Coordinator Sara LaBiche was honored by the Marine Corps 

League St. Mary Parish Detachment 600 as Chitimacha Police Departmentôs Top Officer for the year 

2011. Sara has been employed with the police department since December 23, 1993. In 2003 she  

attended the St. Mary Parish Sheriffôs Office 39th Basic Training Academy and certified as a police 

officer in the state of Louisiana and does assist in the patrol division on special details. Sara is a hard 

worker and valuable asset to the Chitimacha Police Department and Tribal Community. 

 

The above photos shows the Chiefs of Police and Sheriff with the top cops from other law  

enforcement departments in St. Mary Parish and Officer Sara LaBiche with her parents, Barbara and 

Junius Thibodeaux, her daughter Ciera, Chief Blaise Smith, Captain Ellen Hebert and  

Communications Officer Gloria Loston. 

P A G E  8  


